102 STAT. 5024 PROCLAMATION 5826—MAY 20, 1988

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

percent of our physicians and a declining number of professional
nurses and providers of long-term care currently serve our more than
50 million rural citizens.

Fortunately, dedicated Americans are striving to overcome challenges
and make good health care, including the benefits of our ever-increas-
ing knowledge about health, nutrition, and disease and the advantages
of rapidly evolving medical technology, accessible to rural citizens. Fur-
ther such efforts, and further enhancement of public awareness of rural
health care needs, will reaffirm our commitment to the well-being of
rural citizens.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 254, has designated the week
of May 15 through May 21, 1988, as “National Rural Health Awareness
Week” and authorized and requested the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of May 15 through
May 21, 1988, as National Rural Health Awareness Week, and I call
upon the people of the United States to observe this week with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twelfth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5826 of May 20, 1988
Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Once each May, amid the quiet hills and rolling lanes and breeze-
brushed trees of Arlington National Cemetery, far above the majestic
Potomac and the monuments and memorials of our Nation's Capital
just beyond, the graves of America's military dead are decorated with
the beautiful flag that in life these brave souls followed and loved. This
scene is repeated across our land and around the world, wherever our
defenders rest. Let us hold it our sacred duty and our inestimable privi-
lege on this day to decorate these graves ourselves—with a fervent
prayer and a pledge of true allegiance to the cause of liberty, peace,
and country for which America's own have ever served and sacrificed.

During our observance of Memorial Day this year we have fresh reason
to call to mind the service and sacrifices of the members of our mer-
chant marine during World War II—these gallant seafarers have now
deservedly received veteran status. More than 6,000 of them gave their
lives in the dangerous and vital duty of transporting materiel to our
forces around the globe. We will never forget them as we honor our
war dead.
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Our pledge and our prayer this day are those of free men and free
women who know that all we hold dear must constantly be built up,
fostered, revered, and guarded vigilantly from those in every age who
seek its destruction. We know, as have our Nation's defenders down
through the years, that there can never be peace without its essential
elements of liberty, justice, and independence.

Those true and only building blocks of peace were the lone and lasting
cause and hope and prayer that lighted the way of those whom we
honor and remember this Memorial Day. To keep faith with our hal-
lowed dead, let us be sure, and very sure, today and every day of our
lives, that we keep their cause, their hope, their prayer, forever our
country's own.

In recognition of those brave Americans to whom we pay tribute today,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158),
has requested the President to issue a proclamation calling upon the
people of the United States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of
prayer for permanent peace and designating a period when the people
of the United States might unite in prayer.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, Monday, May
30, 1988, as a day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the
hour beginning in each locality at eleven o’clock in the morning of that
day as a time to unite in prayer. I urge the press, radio, television, and
all other information media to cooperate in this observance.

I also direct all appropriate Federal officials and request the Governors
of the several States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the
appropriate officials of all units of government, to direct that the flag
be flown at half-staff until noon during this Memorial Day on all build-
ings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States and in all
areas under its jurisdiction and control, and I request the people of the
United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes on this
day for the customary forenoon period.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twelfth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5827 of May 25, 1988
Take Pride in America Month, 1988

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Our beautiful land is blessed from sea to shining sea with bountiful
natural and cultural resources on Federal, State, and local lands. We

are also blessed that the American people possess a unique volunteer
spirit rooted in our frontier tradition.
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